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An Experiment in Education 

Hampshire College is a small, liberal arts college located in Amherst, MA 
 
Founded in 1965 and opened in 1970, the College was envisioned by the four 
other schools of the Five College Consortium as an “experiment” in liberal 
arts education  
 
No grades are assigned  
 
Divisional structure versus “class” structure 
 
Project-based pedagogy  
 
SAT/ACT blind  



Pledge to be carbon neutral by 2020  
 
Core campus electric service: 100% solar or alternative power  
 
Farm, food and local sourcing – 15 acres under cultivation  
 
Meadowlands project – natural species habitat  
 
Two “living buildings” on campus – R.W. Kern Center and the Hitchcock Center for 
the Environment  
 

Ecowatch: “This just might be the Greenest College in the World” 
 

Vision into Action 



R.W. Kern Center  

https://youtu.be/KDrR4cG-3t8


“Net Zero” 

Educating for 
Change 

A living building is one that is designed to be “net zero”.  It will harvest and provide its 
own water, generate its own electricity and treat its own waste.  
 
No “red list” materials such as PVC or formaldehyde – 13 harmful chemicals not allowed.  
 
17,000 square foot wooden building – timber must be Forest Stewardship Council 
Certified  
 
Composting toilets – 150 gallons of water per day versus 7,000 gallons per day 
 
Triple glazed windows – if you turn off the heat to the building, the temperature will 
never go below 55 degrees  
 
 
  



• Student, Faculty, Staff involvement  
• Design elements created by students  
• Building as a classroom 
• 10 integrated puzzles  
• Building Dashboard  
• On-going certification process  

 

Community Process 



Funding 

Total Project Cost:       11.9 MM  
(including removal of road and bus loop)  
 
Fund-raising:        9.6 MM 
      
Tax-exempt bond:        2.3 MM 

Special considerations for the use of tax exempt bonds:  
 
 Restrictions on use – private use, less than 5% 
 Earnings investment - arbitrage 
 What may be financed – real estate and equipment  
 Security – pledge on receivables, negative pledge, mortgage on property 
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