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“It is the configuration of relationships that gives a system its essential characteristics. Thus it is less 
helpful to define the creative economy by what it does, than to try to understand how it is organized… 
Creativity comes from being at a point of exchange.”1 - Robert Hewison, Cultural Historian 

 

Program Description 

MassDevelopment’s TDI Creative Catalyst Grant program is a competitive opportunity for individuals, 
organizations, and project teams in current and graduated Transformative Development Initiative (TDI) 
districts to apply for grants of between $20,000 and $100,000 to support public-facing projects that 
enhance local arts and cultural infrastructure and contribute to economic revitalization. 

Creative communities are central to restoring the regional significance of urban neighborhoods in 
Gateway Cities and advancing their overall economic development outlook. Through our support of 
projects ranging from public art and placemaking to the stabilization of culturally significant 
organizations and creative business collectives, we seek to help Gateway Cities enhance their status as 
distinctive cultural, community, and business anchors in today’s post-industrial environment.  

The goal of this program is to support the implementation of locally initiated projects, and clusters of 
projects, that will be used to test new approaches and build a more inclusive and sustainable arts and 
culture network, as well as those that serve to make the arts and culture ecosystem of these 
communities more equitable and representative. 

The first round of this program was the product of a series of workshops held in 2019 with TDI Fellows 
and staff, the Barr Foundation, and arts and culture stakeholders in Gateway Cities. Workshop 
participants identified obstacles faced by artists and community builders in these cities, and identified a 
need for flexible implementation funding as well as support for arts and culture “infrastructure”—
meaning relationship building, partnership development, leadership development, and establishing 
systems that empower the local creative community. The TDI Creative Catalyst Grants mean to address 
these challenges by providing funding for catalytic projects that would advance arts and culture-based 
economic development and neighborhood revitalization in TDI districts.  

This Request for Proposals is launching the second round of the program. Awards to first round 
recipients were made in January 2021, just prior to the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Through the 
first round of work, project teams and MassDevelopment TDI staff have learned that while the arts and 
culture sector has been significantly affected by the virus and related economic and social effects, 
leaders within this sector have been pivotal in helping their communities respond to the crisis. 
Increasing the resiliency of local art and culture ecosystems, so that this work can continue throughout 
COVID-19 response and recovery efforts, is a driving force behind this funding round. We are also more 
focused explicitly on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) outcomes this year, and will be prioritizing 
projects that advance DEI goals. The Barr Foundation is funding this work so that we can support more 
creative communities across the Gateway Cities and build on the FY20 pilot round.   

 

                                                            
1 ‘The Creative Industries do not Exist (but may have to be invented)’, speech at My Creativity Conference, 
Amsterdam, November 2014. 

https://www.massdevelopment.com/news/massdevelopment-announces-340000-for-arts-based-projects-in-gateway-cities-in-first-round-of-creative-catalyst-grant-awards/
https://www.massdevelopment.com/news/massdevelopment-announces-340000-for-arts-based-projects-in-gateway-cities-in-first-round-of-creative-catalyst-grant-awards/
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Please see Attachment A: Program Background and Definitions for further information about 
MassDevelopment’s TDI.  

Program Timeline 

December 9, 2020 
December 21, 2020 
December 21, 2020 
December 21, 2020 
December 22, 2020 
December 22, 2020 
January 8, 2021  
February 15, 2021 

Request for Proposals Released 
Program Webinar, 9:30 – 10:30 am (Greater Boston region) 
Program Webinar, 1:30 – 2:30 pm (North region) 
Program Webinar, 3:00 – 4:00 pm (South region) 
Program Webinar, 10:30 – 11:30 am (Central region) 
Program Webinar 12:00 – 1:00 pm (West region) 
Expression of Interest Due 
Full Application Due 

Please see the “Application Process” section on page 4 for more details. Please note, prospective 
applicants are welcome to attend webinars dedicated to any region but may find the most value in 
participating in discussions with their regional peers. 

How to Get Started 

Your first step in applying for a TDI Creative Catalyst Grant is to complete an Expression of Interest 
online: https://www.cognitoforms.com/MassDevelopment/TDICreativeCatalystGrantRound2. This form 
is the first part of a two-part application process. Projects that meet program requirements will be 
invited to submit a full application.  

Eligible Applicants 

Individuals, organizations, and project teams proposing projects in and around current and former TDI 
districts—with the exception of New Bedford, which is receiving separate Barr-funded arts-based 
assistance through TDI—are eligible to apply for a TDI Creative Catalyst Grant. Diverse and inclusive 
project teams are encouraged to apply. 

The following cities and neighborhoods contain eligible districts: 

Attleboro, Barnstable, Brockton, Chelsea, Chicopee, Fall River, Fitchburg, Haverhill, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Lynn, Peabody, Pittsfield, Revere, Springfield, Worcester Main South, Worcester Theatre District 

Please see Attachment B: District Maps for more detail about local eligibility. 

Eligible projects 

Projects, or “clusters” of projects as defined below, should be contextual in their city and neighborhood, 
and should highlight unique aspects of the community and built environment in new and creative ways. 
While projects should advance local priorities—identified through previous TDI work, public planning, or 
other means—we are looking to fund projects that bring a new idea, program, or concept to the table. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwod-qtrjsvH9WFnr-MMnl2JnzzdKocArnG
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sd-2gqz8sHNy-w_bsNeLWkPl0ErlzG4-w
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAudemgqTsrHdZgNAiIAbjwlH6LegQSK61d
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcrfuqtqTkqGtbKFUvw1TshoBQOIHoxOuj5
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAldOmvpz0vGNKMDskprRHdfpmGgk9C2mII
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MassDevelopment/TDICreativeCatalystGrantRound2


TDI Creative Catalyst Grant  
Request for Proposals (RFP) 
 

3 
 

Projects should enhance and make more sustainable or resilient the role that local arts and cultural 
assets play in inclusive economic development within the district. 

Category 1: Creative Clusters (Awards of $60,000 - $100,000 available) 

Clusters are groups of approximately three (3) individual but related projects that share geographic 
proximity (located within or near the same TDI district). The relationship of the projects should be such 
that the implementation of any one individual project enhances the work of the other projects within 
the cluster.  

Collectively, the projects included in a cluster-based must address the following three themes: 

a) Place: At least some components of the cluster-base work should improve or enhance a publicly 
accessible space. The work should also contribute to a positive sense of place or neighborhood 
identity and should, as described above under expectations for all eligible projects, elevate and 
make visible unique aspects of the community. 
 

b) Leadership Development: The sustainability of the work catalyzed with this grant will depend on 
local leaders representative of their community. Either through the project work or as a unique 
project included in the cluster proposal, emerging creative leaders should be supported through 
activities such as trainings, mentorship, and matchmaking with leadership opportunities. 
 

c) Partnership Growth: Similarly, in the arts and culture ecosystem is made more resilient but the 
active participation and collaboration of diverse partner organizations, institutions, community 
groups, and project teams. Either through project work or as a unique project included in the 
cluster proposal, goals of growing partnerships to become more representative of the 
community and/or of reflecting and improving representation within individual partner 
organizations should be addressed.  

 

Category 2: Individual Projects (Awards of $20,000 - $40,000 available) 

This year, given the pandemic, social unrest, and other related events, we are particularly interested in 
the role that the most creative individuals and groups in a community have in establishing creative 
solutions to broader community issues—preference will be given to individual projects that 
demonstrate this role. A broad range of projects types may be funded with this grant program, including 
but not limited to: 

 
● Pop-up retail, maker, or community space 
● Establishment of shared studio space or performance venues 
● Unique public events to occur on an ongoing basis  
● Programming to connect and bolster the art, design, and creative entrepreneurial community  
● Support for training and skill-building for local talent 
● Enhancement of public space through visual and performing arts 
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Category 3: Arts and Culture Organization Stabilization (Awards of $20,000 - $40,000 available) 

Flexible funding is available to help establish, stabilize, or make more resilient individual arts and culture 
organizations located or active within the TDI district that have experienced hardship as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and economic crisis. Eligible organizations must demonstrate how the use of funds 
will contribute to the overall health of the local arts and culture ecosystem and be able to clearly define 
deliverables, outcomes, or milestones that they will meet with the use of the grant. 

Please reach out to request more information about project eligibility or to see relevant project 
examples. You can reach program manager Laura Christopher at lchristopher@massdevelopment.com. 

 

Evaluation Criteria 

While many types of projects are eligible to be funded with this grant program, applications will be 
competitive and priority will be given based on the local impact and follow-on activity that projects can 
catalyze with respect to arts, culture, and place-based economic development in the TDI districts.  
 
Successful applications to all application categories must first meet the following gating criteria to be 
awarded TDI Creative Catalyst Grants: 

1. The project catalyzes activities that will strengthen the capacity and of the arts and culture 
ecosystem within the community. 

Please note: For the purposes of this program, the arts and culture ecosystem is defined as “the 
complex interdependencies that shape the demand for and production of arts and cultural 
offerings.” Creative leaders, emerging artists, cultural assets, institutions, businesses, engaged 
community members, inclusive funders, and supportive programing are all critical components 
of a healthy local arts and culture ecosystem.  

2. The project will empower diverse actors in the local arts and culture scene, especially: youth and 
elderly residents; Black, Indigenous, and people of color; LGBTQ populations; people with 
disabilities; women; and armed service veterans. 
 
Please note: Recognizing that the arts and culture ecosystems in Gateway Cities have historically 
suffered from inequality in various forms, we will preference projects that can articulate ways in 
which they will help reverse those trends and specifically empower one or more of the groups of 
residents listed above.  

In addition, successful applications will specify the role of the proposed project in advancing at least 
three (3) of the following:  
 

1. Implementing an arts or cultural intervention in the TDI District called for in previous planning or 
technical assistance, especially with respect to work funded through TDI Technical Assistance 
and/or Barr’s Creative Commonwealth initiative. 

2. Providing an opportunity to collaborate between organizations or artists that have not yet had 
an opportunity to do so on a major project. 

3. Demonstrating market viability for a new concept in the district. 
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4. Attracting new users into the commercial district and fostering the interaction between people 
new to the district and long-time residents, workers, and business owners from the broader 
community. 

5. Expanding the reach and strengthening the role of regional arts and culture institutions within 
the district in a way that increases access to the arts. 

6. Demonstrably improving public awareness and/or perception of a commercial district in a 
specific and targeted way (i.e. must show something beyond just general beautification). 

7. Creatively re-using historical or legacy infrastructure in forward-looking ways for which the 
proponent can demonstrate resonance with the current community. 

8. Leveraging additional public and/or private dollars for follow-on investment. 
9. Directly responds to challenges facing the creative economy following the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Grant Dollars 

Awards of between $60,000 and $100,000 will be made for Category 1 Creative Cluster (multi-project) 
applications. Awards of between $20,000 and $40,000 will be made for Category 2 and 3 (single project) 
applications. 

It is anticipated that a total of two (2) to three (3) Category 1 proposals and two (2) to four (4) Category 
2 and/or 3 proposals will be funded this year, with an anticipation of additional awards to be funded 
next year. 

A detailed budget must be included in the application. Budgets should identify total project costs, the 
requested grant dollars, and any funding sources outside of the Creative Catalyst Grant. Funds may be 
received by individuals, for-profit, or nonprofit organizations. The use of grant dollars is not restricted to 
capital costs.  

 

Grant Terms and Conditions 

● Project sponsors/applicants must be prepared to sign a grant agreement based on the form 
document included in these application materials in order to receive grant funds.  

● Project applicants will be required to provide data about the project at key project milestones to 
be detailed within project specific grant agreements and as requested by MassDevelopment. 

● All projects must be ready to begin implementation within six (6) months and complete 
implementation within eighteen (18) months of receiving the grant funds. 

Please see Attachment C: Sample Grant Agreement for more details. 

 

Application Process  

MassDevelopment is making awards through this Request for Proposals (RFP) process so that project 
teams can apply for implementation funding. There must be one lead applicant for each grant request. 
The lead applicant can be either a formal TDI partner or a district stakeholder—someone who lives, 
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works, or participates in arts and culture within the TDI district. One of the team members must be a 
fiscal agent that can receive the grant and oversee spending of the project funds.  

● STEP 1 ‐ Tell Us About Your Project [By January 8, 2021] 

Applicants will complete a one-page expression of interest sharing their general intention, the 
site of any location-based projects, and the intended economic and social impacts of the 
project. At this stage, applicants may express interest in cluster-based approach (Category 1 
application) without all necessary partners and project teams fully assembled and coordinated. 

 To borrow a familiar coffee shop bulletin board scenario as a metaphor, at this stage an 
applicant can be “a band, a bassist looking for a band” or “a band looking for a bassist.” 

● STEP 2 ‐ Initial Screening [By January 22, 2021] 

MassDevelopment’s TDI Staff will perform an initial screening of the project and profile to 
determine program eligibility and fit. Staff may request additional data to inform evaluation on 
the criteria listed above. At this stage, as appropriate, staff may work to match applicants 
seeking to participate in clusters. 

● STEP 3 ‐ Prepare Application [By February 15, 2021] 

At this stage, applicants selected to submit a full application will be asked to fill out an online 
application, demonstrate buy-in from multiple stakeholders, including local artists and arts 
organizations, and submit a detailed budget. Applicants can preview the online application here: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MassDevelopment/TDICreativeCatalystGrantRound2Application.   

● STEP 4 ‐ Grant Decision [Estimated Date: March 11, 2021] 

Projects will be reviewed by a panel of MassDevelopment staff and representatives from 
partner organizations based on the evaluation criteria noted in this document. Some projects 
may be approved with a smaller amount of funding than requested. MassDevelopment staff 
may contact the applicant for more information.  

● STEP 5 ‐ Implementation [Estimated Start: April 2021] 

If the project is selected to receive a grant, MassDevelopment will provide 100% of the 
approved project funds up front to the fiscal agent. Project implementation must begin within 
six (6) months thereafter and complete within 18 months of award.  

Project teams should expect that the implementation period will include regular check-ins and 
self-assessments. 

● STEP 6 ‐ Learning and Sharing Lessons Learned 

Projects will be required to provide initial data and ongoing metrics as detailed within the 
project grant agreements. A specific approach to performance measurement will be determined 
on a project-by-project basis in coordination with project team and with local capacity in mind. 
Project teams may be asked to present to and advise other communities working to implement 
similar projects. 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MassDevelopment/TDICreativeCatalystGrantRound2Application
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Background 

MassDevelopment’s Transformative Development Initiative (TDI) is a program for Gateway Cities 
designed to accelerate economic growth within focused districts. The vision of TDI is a connected 
network of Gateway Cities in which sustainable, restored market conditions more accurately reflect the 
promise of their communities. 

The program works with cross-sector partnerships to engage community members in actionable 
planning, implement local economic development initiatives, and spur further public and private 
investment. The use of program resources is coordinated within the comprehensive partnership and 
community planning facilitated by the TDI Fellow, a dedicated full time MassDevelopment employee 
assigned to each district. Instead of relying on annual grants and single transactions, the agency deploys 
its TDI toolkit—technical assistance, investments and small business grants, local staff capacity, and 
more—through a variety of activities and investments in a small, focused area, building momentum to 
help catalyze long-term sustainable redevelopment.  

During the program’s first five years, MassDevelopment has invested $17.8 million in the TDI districts 
through tools such as technical assistance, real estate investments, grant programs, and fellows who 
work in the districts. That investment has directly influenced over $78.6 million and assisted an 
additional $81.9 million of public and private investments in the districts. 

MassDevelopment, the state’s finance and development agency, works with businesses, nonprofits, 
banks, and communities to stimulate economic growth across the Commonwealth. During FY2020, 
MassDevelopment financed or managed 341 projects generating investment of more than $2.69 billion 
in the Massachusetts economy. These projects are estimated to create or support 10,871 jobs and build 
or preserve 1,787 housing units. 

Definitions 

“TDI District” means a geographic area that is a contiguous mixed-use neighborhood, characterized by a 
primary land use (i.e. downtown main street, residential, light industrial), but defined by a walkable, 
dense, mixed-use physical environment (five minute walking radius) framed by recent public or private 
investments.  The TDI District may also include ‘hinge’ areas (a block, intersection, gateway) that have 
had flat activity, blight, and/or sites and buildings that are underutilized despite proximate investments. 
The TDI District has a ‘fuzzy’ boundary, such that the border defines focus but not limits of activity, and 
recognizes that there are concentric circles of involvement from the hinge core, to the district, and to 
the contributing areas (e.g. all of downtown). 

“TDI Partnership” is the public-private partnership that will be the lead agent in directing the work in a 
locally nominated district.  This is a community partnership with representation from at least three 
sectors - the City, private (e.g., local businesses, business organizations, financial institutions, major 
employer), and nonprofit (e.g., community development corporation, social service agency, university, 
and including stakeholders addressing the local lower income workforce challenges).  The local 
collaborative partnership will commit to a long-term engagement to implement a vision for district 
revitalization.  The partnership can have a formal or informal governance structure, and be existing or 
new. 

“Gateway City or Gateway municipality” is defined in section 3A of chapter 23A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws as a municipality with a population greater than 35,000 and less than 250,000 with a 
median household income below the commonwealth's average and a rate of educational attainment of 
a bachelor's degree or above that is below the commonwealth's average. 
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“Transformative Development” means redevelopment on a scale and character capable of catalyzing 
significant follow-on private investment, leading over time to transformation of an entire downtown or 
urban neighborhood in a way consistent with local plans.  Transformative Development may involve 
major investment in construction, rehabilitation, and adaptive reuse, or multiple smaller investments on 
a sustained basis. 
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Attleboro, MA TDI District Boundaries 
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Barnstable, MA TDI District Boundaries 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BROCKTON, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHELSEA, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHICOPEE, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 



 

FALL RIVER, MA TDI DISTRICT (in and near the focus area shown below; please reach out to program 
manager Laura Christopher to confirm eligibility: lchristopher@massdevelopment.com) 

 

 

mailto:lchristopher@massdevelopment.com


 

FITCHBURG, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HAVERHILL, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOLYOKE, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAWRENCE, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LYNN, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PEABODY, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PITTSFIELD, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REVERE, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPRINGFIELD, MA TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORCESTER, MA | MAIN SOUTH TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORCESTER, MA |THEATRE DISTRICT TDI DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
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GRANT AGREEMENT 
TDI CREATIVE CATALYST GRANT PROGRAM 

[ROUND 2] 
 

THIS TDI CREATIVE CATALYST GRANT AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is 
made as of this _____ day of __________, 2021 (the “Effective Date”) by and between 
MASSACHUSETTS DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AGENCY, a Massachusetts body politic 
and corporate established and existing under Chapter 23G of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
having its principal place of business at 99 High Street, Boston, MA 02110 
(“MassDevelopment”) and [GRANTEE], a Massachusetts ______________________ having an 
address ______________________________________, MA __________________________ 
(the “Grantee”). 

 
RECITALS 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 23G, § 46 (the “Act”), the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Commonwealth”) has created the Transformative 
Development Initiative (“TDI”) Technical Assistance Program (the “Program”), within the 
Transformative Development Fund (as defined in the Act), for supporting activities to promote 
redevelopment in the Commonwealth’s Gateway Cities, which are defined as gateway 
municipalities in Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 23A, § 3A. 

WHEREAS, as part of TDI, on December 11, 2014, and March 22, 2018, the 
MassDevelopment Board of Directors (“Board”) voted on a portfolio of locally nominated, 
strategic-redevelopment districts in Gateway Cities (“TDI Districts in Development”), after 
competitive “Call for Districts” processes, in order to set a framework for the deployment of TDI 
program funds; 

WHEREAS, MassDevelopment entered into an agreement with the Barr Foundation on 
October 1, 2020 to receive support for new arts-based strategies including the TDI Creative 
Catalyst Grant Program (the Program”);  

WHEREAS, MassDevelopment published a Request for Proposals on [December __, 
2020], soliciting proposals for grants from the Program (the “RFP”) from entities within eligible 
TDI Districts; 

 WHEREAS, the Grantee submitted a proposal in the amount of 
_________________________ ($__________________) to MassDevelopment to fund costs 
related to the execution of a project located in ___________________, all as further described in 
the proposal submitted by Grantee to MassDevelopment (the “Project”).  It is estimated that the 
total cost of the Project is approximately __________________________ 
($__________________) (the “Total Cost”);  

 WHEREAS, to the extent that Grantee desires to revise the Project beyond grant 
parameters regarding budget, scope or timing, including due to the COVID-19 response, Grantee 
shall obtain MassDevelopment’s prior written approval; and 
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WHEREAS, subject to the fulfillment of certain conditions, MassDevelopment has 
approved the award of a grant in the amount of ________________________ 
($_____________________) for the Project.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants set forth 
herein, the parties agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

Section 1 Grant Award. 
 
(a) MassDevelopment herein awards a grant in the amount of 

________________________ ($________________) (the “Grant”) to the Grantee for the 
Project.  The Grantee shall employ the Grant to undertake and complete the Project, in 
accordance with the Budget attached hereto as Exhibit A (the “Budget”), which includes agreed 
costs, as defined below (the “Agreed Costs”).   

 
(b) Grantee will commence the Project within six (6) months of signing this 

agreement and will diligently complete the portion of the Project to be funded from the Grant 
(“Project Completion”) no later than eighteen (18) months from the date hereof (the “Completion 
Date”).  
 

(c) The Grantee agrees that the Grant shall be used exclusively to pay the Agreed 
Costs for the Project, as included in the Budget.  Agreed Costs may include sub-grant dollars, 
direct construction costs, costs associated with construction (such as demolition, project set up, 
and execution), third-party consultant fees, operational costs, administration costs (limited), 
building permits, temporary contractor/vendor fees and/or event/project marketing—all as 
outlined in the approved proposal.  In no case shall Agreed Costs include payment for any 
mortgage, loan, fundraising or any other cost not related to the Project.  To the extent that all 
such Agreed Costs for the Project exceed the Grant and the Matching Funding, the Grantee 
agrees to be solely responsible for any excess payments.  MassDevelopment shall have no 
obligation hereunder to pay for costs of the Project that exceed the Grant.  

 
(d) Grantee has appointed _________________, a _______________________ 

Company with a principal place of business at __________________________, to be its fiscal 
agent with authority to submit documentation and receive funds on behalf of Grantee.  Checks 
may be made payable to “_____________________________________”.      

 
Section 2 Disbursement of Grant Funds. 

(a) Payment of Grant.  MassDevelopment shall pay the Grantee one hundred 
percent (100%) of the Grant as a one-time payment, after receiving a fully executed original of 
this Agreement from the Grantee, together with the Budget submitted by the Grantee in 
accordance with this Agreement and approved by MassDevelopment.   
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(b) Inspector.  MassDevelopment shall have the right to require the Grantee 
to bear the reasonable cost of engaging an independent consultant, chosen at 
MassDevelopment’s sole discretion, or, if acceptable to the Grantee, a representative of 
MassDevelopment (the “Inspector”) to perform Project site inspections and review the Grantee’s 
submissions, reports, and records and to compare same against all other sources of information to 
determine accuracy and adherence to the Budget and the requirements of this Agreement. 

 
Section 3 Representations and Warranties.  The Grantee makes the following 

representations and warranties: 
 

(a) All statements or information provided in Grantee’s Proposal were and 
continue to be accurate in all material respects; and  

(b) The Grantee has the legal power and authority to enter into and perform 
this Agreement and any related documents in which it is named as a party, to fulfill its 
obligations set forth herein and therein and to carry out the transactions contemplated hereby and 
thereby.  This Agreement and any other documents delivered to MassDevelopment by the 
Grantee pursuant hereto are the legal, valid, and binding obligations of the Grantee, enforceable 
against the Grantee in accordance with their respective terms.  There are no actions, suits, 
proceedings, adverse findings or investigations pending or, to the knowledge of the Grantee, 
threatened, anticipated or contemplated (nor, to the knowledge of the Grantee, is there any basis 
therefor) against or affecting the Grantee before any court or governmental department, 
commission, board, bureau, agency or instrumentality, domestic or foreign, that call into 
question the validity of this Agreement or any action taken or to be taken in connection with the 
transactions contemplated hereby. 

Each of the representations and warranties of this section shall survive the advance of the Grant 
pursuant to this Agreement and the termination of this Agreement. 

Section 4 Affirmative Covenants.  Without limiting any other covenants and 
provisions hereof or of any of the related documents, the Grantee covenants and agrees that for 
so long as this Agreement is in effect: 
 

(a) The Grantee will perform and comply with all of the requirements of the 
RFP, the Act and this Agreement.  

(b) The Grantee will obtain MassDevelopment’s prior written approval with 
respect to any changes in Project timing, budget or scope beyond the Grant parameters, including 
regarding delays or changes due to COVID-19. 

(c) The Grantee will preserve and maintain its corporate existence, rights, 
franchises, and privileges and remain in good standing in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

(d) Grantee will inform MassDevelopment of any significant changes in its 
programs, services, or personnel. 

 
(e) Grantee will continuously comply with all statutes, ordinances, laws, 

rules, regulations, orders or notices (collectively, the “Laws”), of any governmental authority, 
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including without limitation, any political subdivision, department division, commission, agency 
or branch thereof, having jurisdiction over the Grantee.  

 
(f) Grantee agrees that MassDevelopment has the unlimited right to make use 

of and disseminate all periodic, reports, case studies and any other deliverables and work 
products produced as part of the Project. 

 
(g) At the request of MassDevelopment, Grantee will host Project site visits 

by MassDevelopment or its designees for purposes of monitoring and evaluating the Project.  
 
(h) The Grantee certifies that, for Agreed Costs of the Project consistent with 

the Budget, which are to be financed by MassDevelopment, the Grantee shall comply with 
MassDevelopment’s “Contractor Policy” (attached hereto as Exhibit C and made a part hereof), 
which requires that the Grantee or its affiliates have not and will not enter into a contract for 
work financed by MassDevelopment with any vendor or contractor listed as debarred or 
suspended on the debarment lists maintained by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Division 
of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance, the Department of Transportation, the 
Department of Industrial Accidents, the Office of the Attorney General, and the Federal 
Government (the “Debarment Lists”);  

 
(i) The Grantee also agrees that for Agreed Costs for the Project consistent 

with the Budget financed by MassDevelopment, the Grantee will require the general contractor 
or construction manager to certify in the contract with the Grantee that it has not and will not 
contract directly with subcontractors or other vendors listed as debarred or suspended on the 
Debarment Lists.  The certification shall provide that the general contractor or construction 
manager understands and acknowledges that noncompliance may result in debarment from future 
MassDevelopment funded construction projects for a period of one year from the date of written 
notification of noncompliance. 

 
Section 5 MassDevelopment Liability.  MassDevelopment shall use reasonable, 

good-faith efforts to fulfill its obligations hereunder, and shall not be liable under any contract 
entered into by Grantee for any recommendations made or actions taken or omitted in connection 
with this Agreement and/or the Project. 

 
Section 6 Indemnification.  The Grantee shall indemnify and hold harmless 

MassDevelopment, the Program and the Commonwealth, and any members, officers, employees, 
or directors thereof (the “Indemnitees”) from all loss, cost, injury, or damage resulting from, or 
related in any way to, this Agreement, the payment of the Grant hereunder, and the Project, 
except  that Grantee shall not be required to indemnify any of the Indemnitees who cause such 
loss, cost, injury, or damage by their own gross negligence or willful misconduct.  This Section 6 
shall survive the termination of this Agreement for any reason. 

 
Section 7 Nature of Relationship.  The parties acknowledge that MassDevelopment 

is acting solely as the grantor of certain funds for public purposes as set forth herein and that no 
agency, partnership, joint venture, or other ownership relationship is intended to be, or is, created 
by this Agreement, and that MassDevelopment's participation in this Agreement in no way 
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obligates any further action by MassDevelopment with respect to the Project.  Furthermore, the 
parties understand and agree that the ultimate feasibility or economic viability of the Project, or 
any other project arising out of this Agreement, is not being guaranteed or assured by 
MassDevelopment.  MassDevelopment financing for any work, including, without limitation, the 
Project, is not being committed by MassDevelopment's entering into this Agreement, and such 
financing must be applied for separately by Grantee or any other interested party. 

 
Section 8 Termination.  This Agreement shall terminate upon the earlier of: (a) 

mutual written agreement of Grantee and MassDevelopment at any time; or (b) the second 
anniversary hereof,  provided, however, Grantee acknowledges and agrees that the provisions of 
this Agreement that expressly or by their nature survive expiration or termination of this 
Agreement will remain in effect after any termination of this Agreement. 

 
Section 9 Records.  During the term of this Agreement and for seven (7) years 

thereafter, the Grantee shall keep and maintain, and shall give access to MassDevelopment and 
its representatives at all reasonable times upon reasonable advance notice to inspect, copy, audit 
and examine accurate books, records, accounts and other documents relating to the Project, 
including without limitation those relating to the receipt and disbursement of the Grant. 

 
Section 10 Relationship between Parties.  The Grantee agrees to cooperate with 

MassDevelopment on the Project and the resolution of any issues, questions, or concerns which 
MassDevelopment may have concerning the Project. 

 
Section 11 Publicity.  The Grantee agrees that any public announcement or similar 

publicity with respect to this Agreement during the term of this Agreement and for seven (7) 
years thereafter will be issued only with the advance approval of MassDevelopment.  Grantee 
further agrees to credit MassDevelopment and the TDI Creative Catalyst Grant Program in all 
print, audio, video, and internet materials, and all publicity materials (such as press releases, 
brochures, posters, advertisements and web sites).  Such credit shall indicate that funding for the 
Grantee “has been provided by the TDI Creative Catalyst Grant Program administered by 
MassDevelopment.” 

 
Section 12 Reports.  Reports.  In addition to a final report, Grantee agrees to provide 

reporting at project milestones, completion, and semi-regularly through the fiscal year following 
implementation, as requested by MassDevelopment in order to assess the impact of the Program 
grants, as well as any information MassDevelopment may require.    
 

Section 13 Remedies:  Event of Default.  In the event the Grantee fails to comply 
with the terms and conditions of this Agreement (each event an “Event of Default” and, 
collectively, “Events of Default”), MassDevelopment, in its discretion, may require that all or 
part of the moneys granted hereunder be repaid to the Agency, regardless of the extent to which 
the Grant monies have already been expended or exercise any other right or remedy available to 
MassDevelopment under any other instrument or at law, or in equity.  Any failure to comply 
with any provision of this Agreement may further result in the Grantee becoming ineligible to 
receive any future award of any grant offered by MassDevelopment. 
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Section 14 Waiver and Severability.  No waiver by a party or a breach of any term 
of this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of any preceding or subsequent breach of the 
same or any other term.  If any provisions hereof shall be deemed invalid or unenforceable by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Agreement shall not be 
affected thereby, and said provisions shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted 
by law. 

 
Section 15 Notices.  All notices, demands, requests, consents, approvals and other 

communications required or permitted to be given pursuant to the terms of this Agreement shall 
be in writing and addressed as follows: 

 
(a) with respect to MassDevelopment: 

Massachusetts Development Finance Agency 
99 High Street, 11th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110 
Attn: Director of Transformative Development 
 
with additional copies sent to: 
 
Massachusetts Development Finance Agency 
99 High Street, 11th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110 
Attn:  General Counsel 

(b) with respect to the Grantee: 
 

  
 
Notices shall be deemed to have been given when hand delivered or sent by U.S. registered or 
certified mail postage prepaid.  The parties designated above shall each have the right form time 
to time to specify as their respective addresses for purposes of this Agreement any other address 
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts upon the giving of fifteen (15) days written notice 
thereof, as provided herein, to all the other parties listed above.  

Section 16 Execution in Counterparts; Facsimiles.  This Agreement may be 
executed in several counterparts, each of which shall be an original and all of which shall 
constitute but one and the same instrument.  Photocopy, facsimiles, electronic or other copies of 
this Agreement shall have the same effect for all purposes as a signed original. 

 
Section 17 Governing Law; Jurisdiction.  This Agreement shall be governed and 

construed in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, without regard to 
its choice of law rules, and the courts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall have 
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exclusive jurisdiction over any dispute or claims arising out of this Agreement.  Grantee hereby 
submits to such jurisdiction. 

 
Section 18 Public Records Law.  Grantee acknowledges that MassDevelopment is a 

public entity subject to the Public Records Law, M.G.L. c. 66. 
 
Section 19 Amendment.  This Agreement may not be amended, modified, altered, or 

changed in any respect, except by formal agreement in writing, fully executed by all parties. 
 
Section 20 Headings.  The headings, captions, numbering system, etc., are inserted 

only as a matter of convenience and may not be considered in interpreting the provisions of this 
Agreement. 

 
Section 21 No Assignment.  Grantee may not assign, convey, or otherwise transfer, 

its interest under this Agreement without the prior written consent of MassDevelopment. 
 
Section 22 Entire Agreement.  This Agreement contains the entire understanding 

among the parties hereto with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior and 
contemporaneous agreements and understandings, express or implied, oral or written, except as 
herein contained. 

 
[Remainder of page intentionally left blank] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be signed, 
sealed, and delivered by their respective duly authorized representatives, as of the date first 
written above.  
 

MASSACHUSETTS DEVELOPMENT  
      FINANCE AGENCY 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
________________________  By: ____________________________________ 
Agency Counsel     Name:  
       Title:   
 
 
      [GRANTEE] 
 
 
 
 
      By:________________________________ 
      Name:   
      Title:  
 

 

[Signature Page to 
___________________ 
TDI Creative Catalyst Grant Program –  
Grant Agreement] 



 

 A-1 

EXHIBIT A 
 

BUDGET 
 

[INSTRUCTIONS:  Provide an updated budget of Sources and Uses for the Project to which this 
Grant will contribute.  Use this format to show your Updated Budget of Sources and Uses for the 
project to which this grant will contribute.  (NOTE:  The Sources and Uses provided here are 
hypothetical and solely for purposes of illustration.  This illustration includes two budget line 
items under the category of “Uses.”  Your project may have one or more budget line items under 
the category of “Uses.”)  Indicate the date by which you will complete your project on the last 
line on the form.] 

 

Project Costs/Uses  

Project Revenue/Sources  

Delta/Surplus:   

 

Budget Costs/Uses Detail PER PROJECT 

(*adjust to as many line items as required and as necessary) 

 

 Quantity Cost per Item Total Cost NOTES (explain) 

Materials     

Marketing     

*Space Rental     

*Contract 
Services/Administration 

    

*Equipment Rental     

*Permits & Insurance     

*Security     

TOTALS n/a n/a   

 

Sources & Leveraged Income Detail PER PROJECT 

(*adjust to as many line items as required) 



 

 A-2 

 

 Type Source Income NOTES (explain) 

Cash     

Grants     

*Donated and In 
Kind Resources 
(in Dollars, 
Estimated) 

    

*Projected 
Event/Activity 
Income 

    

     

TOTAL 
PROJECT COST 

n/a n/a   

 

Project Completion Date: ________________________ 



 

 B-1 

EXHIBIT B 

FINAL PROPOSAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 



 

C-1 

EXHIBIT C 

MASSDEVELOPMENT CONTRACTOR POLICY 

 

MassDevelopment must comply with certain laws, including M.G.L. c. 29, § 29F(h), which 
prohibits public agencies from soliciting or considering offers, bids, or proposals from, and from 
executing, renewing, or extending any contract with, a debarred or suspended contractor, and prohibits a 
contractor from contracting for supplies or services from a debarred or suspended subcontractor on any 
public contract.  Agency policy requires that for construction costs financed by the Agency (including 
Brownfields Program funds), borrowers/grantees must not knowingly engage with vendors listed as 
debarred or suspended by any of the aforementioned entities.  “Vendors” includes construction 
contractors and construction managers as well as consultants and other individuals or businesses with 
which a borrower might contract for a project. 

The Sponsor agrees it will comply with MassDevelopment’s Contractor Policy.  By signing 
below, Sponsor agrees that for costs of the Project which are to be financed by MassDevelopment, 
Sponsor or its affiliates have not and will not enter into a contract with any vendor listed as debarred or 
suspended on the debarment lists maintained by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Division of 
Capital Asset Management and Maintenance, the Department of Transportation, the Department of 
Industrial Accidents, the Office of the Attorney General and the Federal Government (the “Debarment 
Lists”). 

Sponsor is required to provide the name of its general contractor or construction manager (if one 
is engaged) to MassDevelopment at least 10 business days prior to a disbursement.  At the time of the 
disbursement, Sponsor must certify that it has checked the Debarment Lists and that for costs of the 
project financed by MassDevelopment it has not and will not contract with any general contractor, 
construction manager or other vendor listed on the Debarment Lists.  Sponsor must also require that its 
general contractor or construction manager (if one is engaged) certify in the contract with applicant for 
MassDevelopment financed work that the general contractor or construction manager: (i) will check the 
Debarment Lists before directly engaging a subcontractor or other vendor; and (ii) has not and not will 
contract directly with a subcontractor or other vendor listed on a Debarment List.  The certification in the 
general contractor or construction manager contract shall further provide that general contractor or 
construction manager understands and acknowledges that noncompliance may result in debarment from 
future MassDevelopment funded projects for a period of one year from the date of written notification of 
noncompliance.  The form of Contractor’s certification is below. 

If Sponsor cannot make the above certifications at the time of disbursement, MassDevelopment 
reserves the right not to proceed with the Sponsor’s disbursement.  MassDevelopment will not advance 
any proceeds against requisitions for payment of vendors that MassDevelopment learns were debarred or 
suspended at the time the relevant contract was created.  

The Commonwealth’s Executive Office of Administration and Finance has a webpage with a link 
to the above named lists, http://www.mass.gov/anf/property-mgmt-and-construction/design-and-
construction-of-public-bldgs/vendor-debarment.html. 



 

C-2 

CONTRACTOR POLICY CONTRACT LANGUAGE INSERT 

 

[Contractor] certifies that it is not listed as debarred or suspended on the debarment lists 
maintained  by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Division of Capital Asset Management, 
the Department of Transportation, the Department of Industrial Accidents, the Office of the 
Attorney General, or the Federal government (the “Debarment Lists”). 

 

[Contractor] agrees to review the Debarment Lists before soliciting or considering bids, 
contracting or negotiating with any sub-contractor for work under this agreement and 
[Contractor] will not knowingly solicit or consider bids, contract or negotiate with, or approve a 
subcontract with any vendor listed as debarred or suspended on the Debarment Lists. 

 

[Contractor] agrees that any sub-contracts for work under this agreement will: (i) include a 
certification that the sub-contractor is not listed as debarred or suspended on the Debarment 
Lists, and (ii) require that the sub-contractor confirm that it will review the Debarment Lists and 
not knowingly solicit or consider bids, contract or negotiate with, or approve a subcontract with 
any vendor listed as debarred or suspended on the Debarment Lists.   



 

D-1 

EXHIBIT D 

WIRE TRANSFER INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Mandatory: 
 
Name of Grantee:   

Tax Payer ID#:  

 
If Receiving Funds by Wire Transfer, rather than Check: 
 
Bank Name:  

Bank ABA/Routing Number:  

Account Name:  

Account Number: 
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