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In today’s world of custom, tailor-made products and solutions, 

the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund is a perfect example of 

how this approach consistently produces results. Since 1998, 

Massachusetts has been fortunate to have the Brownfields 

Redevelopment Fund, which ensures that municipalities and 

developers across the Commonwealth can access financing 

to address contamination and transform these properties into 

economic drivers.

To witness the Fund’s effectiveness, look no further than the 

diverse mix of projects that brownfields dollars have helped 

create. The Fund has filled financing gaps and laid the 

groundwork for growing manufacturing companies, an opioid 

treatment center, industrial mills being converted into mixed-

use centers, and affordable housing developments. 

Nearly 700 projects have taken advantage of the Brownfields 

Redevelopment Fund to date, showing both its effectiveness 

and appeal as a redevelopment tool. Thanks to the Baker-Polito 

Administration and the Legislature, the Fund started FY17 with 

a new bond authorization of $45 million. This backing in the 

form of a reliable, long-term funding source will safeguard the 

Fund for years to come.  

Thank you for your support of the Brownfields Redevelopment 

Fund and its work to make Massachusetts a leader in land 

remediation and reclamation for stronger communities.

Diversity of 
Projects



CENTRAL

New Garden Park, Inc.

Opening August 2017

The project to build a 100,000-square-foot rink facility in Worcester will redevelop the former Presmet/GKN Sinter Metals 

property – a 3.4-acre vacant and contaminated site – into a destination for ice skating and collegiate and youth hockey. New 

Garden Park, Inc., the nonprofit subsidiary of the Worcester Business Development Corporation (WBDC) and the site’s owner, 

moved forward with demolition and cleanup of the site this year. 

MassDevelopment awarded the project a $2 million loan to assess and remediate the property. New Garden Park will lease the 

land to Worcester Sports Center, LLC, formed by local businessmen Cliff Rucker and Scott Rouisse. Rucker owns the new 

Worcester Railers Hockey Club, which will practice at the rinks along with several area college hockey teams and 1,300 youth 

players from two junior hockey leagues. The City of Worcester also contributed $550,000 to the anticipated $3 million in total 

costs to remediate the site. 

The project has spurred further restaurant and retail development in the area surrounding the rinks. In addition to its two rinks, 

the facility will boast several retail spaces. The rink building will have windows that brighten the dark interiors typical of ice rinks 

and present an attractive exterior. Craig Blais, President & CEO of the WBDC, said the organization estimates the facility will 

attract more than 50,000 users each year. He added that the rinks will operate 18 to 20 hours a day, seven days a week, and 

will attract multiday tournaments that will benefit nearby hotels and restaurants. The project will create 15 full-time jobs and 76 

construction jobs. 

“With the help of MassDevelopment, we were able to take this contaminated, 
former industrial site and transform it into the new home of the Worcester 
Sports Center. This type of partnership and support is needed for difficult 
remediation projects for the betterment of our community.”  
Craig Blais, President & CEO, WBDC
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GREATER BOSTON

Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Development Corporation
MassDevelopment provided $36,000 from the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund to the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development 

Corporation (JPNDC) in FY16 to redevelop and transform Boston’s Jackson Square. This project, in the Roxbury and Jamaica 

Plain neighborhoods, started as a concept and vision in June 1999. The City of Boston formed the Jackson Coordinating Group 

to oversee the Jackson Square Planning Initiative and develop a community-based consensus on how to redevelop more than 11 

acres of vacant, blighted land around the Jackson Square Orange Line MBTA stop. 

The Boston Redevelopment Authority granted Jackson Square Partners LLC, a partnership of Urban Edge Housing Corporation 

and JPNDC, designated developer status of the Jackson Square Redevelopment Initiative. MassDevelopment has supported 

this redevelopment since 2001 with brownfields awards totaling $1,835,000 to a number of the sites and projects in the 

impacted area.

The overall redevelopment is a large-scale transformative strategy for a number of sites. In total, the project consists of nine 

separate land parcels controlled by various state, city and private interests. The Brownfields Redevelopment Fund investment 

has helped transform these Jackson Square sites into transit-oriented residences; affordable housing; cultural, community, retail 

spaces; and the Urban Edge’s offices.

“Were it not for MassDevelopment's generous 
commitment of brownfields funds to this 
highly contaminated site, our vision and the 
reality of safe affordable housing for so many 
would have been deferred.”  
Richard Thal, Executive Director, JPNDC 



NORTH

Merrimack Valley 
Habitat for Humanity
MassDevelopment provided $60,000 from the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund to Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity in 

Lawrence, which used the loan to remediate residual contamination from an underground storage tank that had been removed in 

the early 1990s. The contamination in the basement of a former convent had impeded the creation of 10 affordable condominium 

units in Lawrence. In addition to the brownfields funding, Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity received significant external 

funding and assistance to build the condominiums, including “adoption” of many of the units by local religious congregations, 

corporations, businesses, and organizations that provided financial assistance and workers. The brownfields loan funded 

installation of a ventilation system to ensure clean air is present throughout the building.  
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“MassDevelopment partnered with Habitat for Humanity to help finish the largest 
project in our history for 10 families at 100 Parker Street in Lawrence. When this 
project reached a challenging final stage of construction, we were able to count on 
the Agency to give us the boost necessary to finish the construction and get those 10 
families into their new homes on time!” 
Randy D. Larson, Executive Director, Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity

The above photo 
provided by 
Raphael Brickman.



SOUTH

Attleboro Redevelopment 
Authority
The Attleboro Redevelopment Authority (ARA) had been working for many years with a local precious metals manufacturer on 
the environmental cleanup of the ARA’s property at 6 Hazel Street in Attleboro. The parcel is in a mixed industrial-residential 
neighborhood close to Sturdy Memorial Hospital in the city’s downtown. Following cleanup, the ARA had planned to turn over 
the building to the metals manufacturer which also owns a manufacturing plant on the adjoining property. But due to financial 
struggles, the metals manufacturer could not continue with the project. In response, the City of Attleboro contacted another local 
precious metals manufacturer, Leach/Garner, which bought the assets and re-named its division Stern/Leach Company.

MassDevelopment designated the property a Priority Project site, and the City received $1.5 million in funding assistance from 
the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund, the proceeds of an environmental insurance policy claim, and technical assistance from 
MassDEP and the Environmental Protection Agency. The City and ARA used the funds to perform hazardous materials abatement, 
building demolition, and preparation of a permanent solution statement with an activities and use limitation. 

The cleanup and removal of the blighted building at 6 Hazel Street sets the stage for Stern/Leach to add much-needed parking 
and expand its facility, bringing in more jobs in the long-term.

Photos provided by 
The Sun Chronicle 
of Attleboro.

"The City of Attleboro has been successful in reinventing its moniker from 
'jewelry capital of the world' to ‘jewel of Southeast New England.’ The 
successful completion of the Swank project adds to our crown. The City is 
immensely grateful for the support of MassDevelopment and the Brownfields 
Redevelopment Fund in our quest to improve our city."
Kevin Dumas, Mayor of Attleboro 



WEST

Holyoke Redevelopment
Authority
MassDevelopment provided up to $2 million from the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund to the Holyoke Redevelopment 
Authority (HRA) to facilitate the redevelopment of the former Parsons Paper Mill. Built in the late 1880s, the mill was Holyoke’s 
first paper manufacturer. Preparing the 4.61-acre site involved cleaning up a fire-damaged, collapsed 300,000-square-foot 
complex that had comingled asbestos, oil, and other hazardous materials. Its redevelopment represented a unique opportunity 
to leverage significant private investment by an abutting manufacturer, and create and retain 100 manufacturing jobs in the city.

The manufacturer, Aegis Energy Services, Inc., was looking to expand. The company makes combined heat and power systems, 
and occupies 20,000 square feet of industrial space on a parcel abutting the Parsons site. While preferring to stay in Holyoke, 
Aegis was considering relocating out of the City and potentially the Commonwealth. 

Thanks to brownfields dollars and other vital funding sources, the company chose to save and reuse a 40,000-square-foot 
building on the Parsons site to expand its manufacturing, R&D, and testing facilities. Aegis is also developing an energy park 
in conjunction with Holyoke Gas & Electric that will reuse existing hydropower assets and install a solar array. In addition to 
brownfields funds, the project received $4,175,000, including $1 million from Holyoke Gas & Electric; up to $550,000 from 
the HRA and the Holyoke EDIC; a $250,000 Eversource Energy grant; an emergency response action from the Environmental 
Protection Agency; and a special tax assessment agreement between the City and Aegis valued at about $350,000. The 
company’s private investment in the site is expected to exceed $7 million. The Department of Environmental Protection also 
provided critical technical assistance and tailored solutions to aid in the site’s cleanup and redevelopment.

"For Holyoke, this is the biggest and most 
complex development package assembled 
in recent memory, and likely of all time. 
Working together, we've shown how far 
we can leverage the Commonwealth's 
Brownfields Redevelopment Fund and a 
positive state-local partnership. We are 
immensely grateful."
Marcos A. Marrero, Director of Planning and 
Economic Development, City of Holyoke 
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Projects Funded Fiscal Year 2016

Beginning fund balance $20,024,000

     Fund recapitalization, FY2001 9,975,084

     Fund recapitalization, FY2007 30,000,000

     Fund recapitalization, FY2014 15,000,000

Total funding 74,999,084

Fund activity (accumulated):

     Loan and grant repayments 18,527,342

     Loan disbursements (41,955,483)

     Grant disbursements (38,474,396)

     Operating income 2,773,374

     Operating expenses (10,668,967)

     Investment income 10,649,259

     Accrued expenses 851

     Accrued interest income (403,767)

     Deferred income 434,532

         Sub-total 15,881,828

Undisbursed grants and loans (9,218,364)

Approved loans (500,000)

Approved grants (2,264,000)

         Sub-total (11,982,364)

Uncommitted cash balance at                                                                                                                                               
June 30, 2016

$3,899,464

MassDevelopment
Brownfields Redevelopment Fund

Total Funding
June 30, 2016

BROWNFIELDS REMEDIATION

Attleboro Redevelopment Authority  
$217,203 - 17 Wall Street, Attleboro

Attleboro Redevelopment Authority 
$730,147 - O'Neil Boulevard, Attleboro 

Attleboro Redevelopment Authority  
$769,853 - O'Neil Boulevard, Attleboro 

Holyoke Redevelopment Authority  
$2,000,000 - 84 Sargeant Street, Holyoke

Lawrence CommunityWorks, Inc.  
$207,847 - 4 Union Street, Lawrence 

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity 
$60,000 - 100 Parker Street, Lawrence

Salisbury, Town of   
$100,000 - 29 Elm Street, Salisbury 

BROWNFIELDS SITE ASSESSMENT

Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation 
$36,000 - Intersection of Heath, Bromley, and Parker Streets, 
Boston 

Latent Productions, LLC 
$94,895 - 508 State Road, North Adams 

North Attleboro, Town of 
$80,500 - 230 Mendon Road, North Attleboro

North Attleboro, Town of 
$96,500 - 230 Mendon Road, North Attleboro

Wareham, Town of  
$97,500 - 8 Elm Street, Wareham

Whitman, Town of  
$35,900 - South Avenue, Whitman

BROWNFIELDS SITE ASSESSMENT/REMEDIATION

Greenfield, Town of  
$250,000 - 298 Federal Street, Greenfield

Holyoke, City of  
$85,000 - 689 Main Street, Holyoke

Worcester Business Development Corporation  
$1,943,800 - 112-T Harding Street, Worcester

99 High Street
Boston, MA 02110

800.445.8030
MassDevelopment.com


